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•*iB  SERB  ASSBNBLBD  TO  IRVESTIGATE,  HOT  SEE  HEDIUBISTIC  PHBROHEIIA. 

Biclusive  Docuaentary  Story  on  Telekinesis  and  other 
Spiritual-Telepathic  Phenoaena  Coapiled  by 

Boris  Tolodin 

(Conclusion.  Beginning  in  preceding  issue  of  this  aagazine.) 


Part  Tao 


Chapter  Piae.  Redluaistlc  Sputua 
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"...Two  types  of  transiission  were  tested:  Zener  waps  and  pictures  of 
randow  objects...  During  the  seances  Nikolayew  rather  clearly 
received  the  iaage  of  duab-bells  and  a screwdriver...  A great  deal  of 
assocative  interference  was  interaingled  with  the  reception  of  the 
other  iwages.  However,  the  experiwenters  consider  it  possible  to 
reduce  these  interferences  in  the  future  by  considering  the  first 
test..." 


"Hoscow- Hovosibirsk  Thought  Transaission. " 


Newspaper  of  7 July  1966. 


"Science  is  aainly  interested  in  reproducible  phenoaena.  Phenoaena 
for  which  there  exists  a set  of  conditions  such  that  if  all  the 
conditions  in  this  set  are  reproduced,  the  phenoaenon  aust  (or  with  a 
high  probability)  also  be  reproduced. 

...Since  the  purpose  of  tests  is  to  evaluate  certain  theories, 
it  is  coapletely  unacceptable  to  sort  the  results  into  those  which 
will  be  taken  into  consideration  and  those  which  for  soae  reasons 
("they  got  tired")  will  not  be  considered...  The  rules  of  the  gaae 
aust  be  agreed  upon  before  the  tests  and  all  the  results  obtained  in 
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accordance  with  these  rules  aust  be  considered." 


U.  Bongard  and  fl.  Sairnov.  "Telepathic  Experiaent: 


Necessary  Hequireaents. " "Nauka  i zhixn',"  1967, 


No.  12. 


Proa  the  ainutes  of  the  Coaaission  of  the  Physics  Society  of  the 
Saint  Petersburg  University  created  to  exaaine  aediuaistic  phenoaena 
at  the  suggestion  of  D.  I.  Mendeleyev.  Session  of  11  Noveaber  1875. 

"...This  tiae  Aksakov  suggested  studying  the  aoveaent  of  a table,  not 
phenoaena  in  front  of  a curtain,  like  the  last  tiae.  Hessrs.  Borgaan, 
Bulygin,  Gezekhus,  Telenev  and,  for  half  of  the  sessions,  Butlerov 
sat  at  the  table,  besides  the  aediuas;  the  seance  lasted  for  around 
an  hour,  part  with  ausic  and  pact  without  it;  at  first  with  the  light 
of  one  candle,  and  then  in  darkness.  The  table  did  not  aove..." 


The  second  seance. 


lasted  around  an  hour.  According  to  Aksakov's 
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statement,  the  table  aoved  slightly  during  this  session,  then  drops 
of  liquid  began  to  appear  on  Borgaan's  hands,  the  table  and  the 
blotting  paper.  According  to  the  Petti  boy’s  stateaent,  this  type  of 
phenoaenon  is  aediuaistic  and  is  not  produced  by  the  aediua  hiaself. 


The  aeabers  of  the  coaaision  who  sat  at  the  table  insist  that  the 
drops  of  liquid  which  appeared  caused  the  saae  reaction  on  cheaically 
treated  blotting  paper  as  that  obtained  by  directly  vetting  the  paper 
with  the  aediuB's  sputua.  The  drop  did  not  appear  when  the  aediua* s 
aouth  was  bound  with  a handkerchief...** 

The  following  commission  members  and  witnesses  signed: 

Aksakov  and  Butlerov.  The  latter  added  his  own  special  statement: 

**!  consider  it  necessary  to  point  out  that  it  was  not  verified  that 
tie  reaction  froa  the  aediua's  sputua  was  identical  to  the  drops 
which  appeared,  and  it  seeas  to  ae  that  the  stateaents  of  the 
coaaission  aeabers  who  sat  at  the  table  are  rather  preaature.** 

A.  Butlerov. 


**...11  should  be  pointed  out  that  even  very  great  expertise  in  a 
particular  field  of  science  (soology,  nedicine,  radio  engineering. 
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etc,)  often  does  not  prevent  an  individual  froa  aalcing  basic  errors 
in  setting  up  or  verifying  telepathy  tests." 


n.  Bondar  and  n,  Ssirnov.  "Telepathic  Experisent: 

Necessary  Requirenents."  "Nauka  i zhixn',"  1967, 

No.  12 


Resark  sade  by  D.  I.  Nendeleyev; 

"...In  order  to  analyze  the  phenosenon  it  is  first  necessary  to  be 
certain  whether  the  drops  are  the  sane  as  the  sputun  or  different 
fron  it.  The  following  nethod  was  selected  to  do  this.  Hunan  sputun 

contains  snlfurous  cyanide  (thiocyanate)  salts.  Their  presence  in  the 
snallest  quantities  is  either  detected  by  iron  oxide  salt  solutions, 
or  else  its  interaction  causes  a new  substance  to  fora  which  is  very 
brightly  colored  in  red  light.  If  we  wet  unguaned  paper  (filter. 


bible)  with  an  iron  oxide  salt  solution,  e.g. , a solution  of  iron 
chloride  (iron  2, 3*chloride  or  iron  trichlorate  PeCly,  where  Pe-SS  is 
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dissolved  in  water),  the  paper  assumes  a yellow  color  which  is  rot 
very  noticeable  in  artificial  light,  but  clearly  visible  in  daylight. 
Sputum  leaves  a reddish  or  reddish-violet  spot  on  this  paper.  This 

paper  also  was  used  as  the  reagent  (test)  paper  in  the  commission's 
observations  of  the  drops  which  appeared  on  the  Petti  boy.  The  drops 
had  the  indicated  sputum  reaction  each  tine  they  appeared..." 


Chapter  6.  "The  Room  Was  Lit  Op  by  a Hatch" 


"These  are  the  factors  which  cause  another  of  the  article's  authors 
to  consider  it  very  unlikely  that  tests  alone  will  confirm  the 
existence  of  telepathy  (as  well  as  clairvoyance  and  telekinesis) . one 
must  remember  that  up  to  now  no  cases  in  which  the  laws  of  physics 
found  when  studying  inanimate  world  did  not  turn  out  to  be  true  for 
living  world  have  been  detected  outside  the  field  of  parapsychology." 

H.  Bondar  and  H.  Smirnov.  "Telepathic  Experiment:" 

Recessary  Requirements."  "Rauka  i zhiza*,"  1967, 


Ro.  12 
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Fron  the  ainutes  of  the  saae  session: 


"...At  Hr.  Aksakov's  suggestion,  the  seance  was  begun  at  0945  hours 
in  a dark  rooa,  with  both  of  the  aediuas  sitting  in  front  of  a 
curtain  tacked  to  the  floor  and  edges  of  a niche.  This  curtain  ...was 
...ripped  along  one  seaa  froa  the  bottom  to  a height  of  164 
centiaeters,  then  tacked  together  along  the  ripped  seaa.  Like  in  the 
previous  session,  a saall  bell  was  placed  behind  the  curtain.  The 
curtain  and  the  position  of  the  bell  were  exaained  by  the  coaaission 
aeabers  before  the  session.  The  aediuas  were  seated  on  chairs 
iaaediately  in  front  of  and  facing  the  curtain  and  were  completely 
free.  The  attendees  who  participated  in  the  seance  sat  in  a 
seaicircle  around  two  and  one  half  meters  away...  At  the  request  of 
the  aediuas,  the  light  was  diaaed  as  much  as  possible,  so  the 

coaaission  aeabers  could  not  distinguish  the  aediuas  sitting  in  front 
of  then.  Therefore,  it  was  suggested  that  the  nediums  cover  their 
heads  with  white  handkerchiefs,  which  they  did...  Falling  into  a 
so-called  trance,  the  younger  nediun  sang  loudly  with  the  nusic  and 
aade  a snapping  noise,  apparently  with  his  fingers.  Several  tines  the 
attendees  reported  that  they  heard  a noise  which  sounded  like  paper 
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rustllnq.  Vhen  attention  was  brought  to  this,  the  elder  lediuB,  who 
was  in  a so-called  trance  during  the  entire  tine,  reported  that  this 
rustling  is  one  of  the  lediuiistic  phenonena.  Fifty  ninutes  after  the 
seance  began,  the  rooa  was  suddenly  illuninated  for  all  of  two 
seconds  by  a natch  lit  by  Nr.  Hendeleyew,  who  had  stood  up.  This  nade 
Nr.  Aksakov  announce  that  "this  is  not  good."  The  aediuis  began  to 
loudly  voice  their  displeasure  with  the  sudden  illumination  of  the 
roon  and  denanded  to  know  why  this  was  done,  to  which  Hr.  Hendeleyev 
replied  that  it  seened  to  hin  that  the  elder  iiediun  had  been  leaning 
over.  The  nediuas  went  on  to  state  that  the  bell  would  ring  in  this 
sane  seance  if  everyone  pronised  not  to  suddenly  light  a natch.  This 
pronise  was  nade.  Five  ninutes  later,  the  loud  noise  of  a chair 
noving  was  heard,  innediatcly  followed  by  a noise  that  sounded  like  a 
hunan  body  falling.  The  attendees  at  the  seance  noticed  that  the 
white  spot  fron  the  handkerchief  on  the  head  of  the  elder  nediun  had 
disappeared.  The  convulsive  novenents  of  the  elder  nediun  could  be 
heard  on  the  floor  close  to  a window  in  the  corner,  far  fron  the 
curtain... 

Xnnediately  after  the  seance  was  over,  the  connission  nenbers 
exanined  the  curtain  and  the  position  of  the  snail  bell. 


During  this  ezanination  it  was  found  that: 
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1)  a wide  tear  83  centiaetecs  long  had  foraed  44  centiaeters 
froa  the  floor  at  the  place  where  the  seaa  was  tacked,  i.e.,  just  in 
front  of  the  pin  which  aarked  the  end  of  the  seaa  which  had  been 
aade; 


2)  soae  of  the  stitches  of  the  threads  with  which  the  curtain 
was  tacked  had  reaained  in  place,  while  others  were  found  on  the 
floor; 

3)  the  bell  behind  the  curtain  was  found  in  the  sane  position  as 
before  the  seance. 

Then  nr.  Bocgnan  innediately  pointed  out  that  soae  of  the 
stitches  were  on  the  left  cuff  of  the  elder  aediun*s  jacket... 

nr.  Hendeleyew  aade  the  following  stateaent:  while  sitting  in 
the  seaicircle,  he  had  first  clearly  distinguished  the  white 
handkerchiefs  on  the  aediuas  in  the  noraal  position,  and  then  he 
seeaed  to  see  the  position  of  the  elder  aediua's  handkerchief  change 
considerably.  Verifying  this  inpression  several  tines,  he  lit  the 
natch  to  nake  this  out  and  aanaged  to  observe  that  the  elder  aediun 
was  sitting  bent  over  toward  the  curtain,  turning  his  head  back  to 
the  right. 
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...Hr.  Aksakov  stated  that  he  was  discontinaing  the  session  vith  the 

Petti  aediuis  and  announced  his  intention  to  search  for  a new 
sediun. 

A.  E.  Aksakov  returned  to  England  and  found  a real  treasure 
after  a long  search  - the  remarkable  Ns.  Klayyer,  who  even  nanaged  to 
convince  the  famous  English  physicist  William  Crooks  of  her 
astonishing  medium istic  potentials. 

"Tables  move  like  dogs  for  her!"  they  said  of  Ns.  Klayyer. 


"...Since  these  documents  contained  no  proof  of  the  existence  of 
telepathy,  the  editor,  wishing  to  avoid  misinforming  the  readers, 
will  abstain  from  publishing  the  article  "Parapsychology  - the 
Science  of  the  Future"  until  such  tine  as  it  is  proven.  It  was 
decided  to  conduct  a control  experiment." 

"The  Telepathic  Effect  fas  Not  Detected. 


HoscowRerch ' Control  Test."  "Literaturnaya 
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Part  Three 

Chapter  Seven.  "Tables  dove  Like  Dogs" 

"...Soae  people  think  that  telepathy  does  not  and  cannot  exist,  since 
it  contradicts  the  basic  lavs  of  physics.  Others  say  that  they 

believe  in  telepathy,  and  if  it  breaks  the  laws  of  physics,  all  the 
better.  Tet  others  feel  that  there  is  nothing  surprising  about 
telepathy:  there  are  biocurrents  in  the  brain  which  generate  radio 
waves,  radio  waves  which  are  received  by  another  brain." 

H.  Bongard  and  n.  Snirnov.  "Telepathic  Bxperinent: 

necessary  Requicesents."  "Nauka  i zhizn*,"  1967, 

lo.  12 
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Session  of  11  January  1876 


"At  nr.  Aksakov's  suggestion,  the  seance  vas  begun  at  the  table  at 
eight  o'clock...  The  participants  »ere  seated  around  the  table  in  the 
following  order:  the  aediue  (Hs.  Klayyer)  , to  his  left  Hessrs. 
nendeleyev,  Borgwan,  Bulygin,  Aksakov,  and  Butlerov.  The  hands  of  all 
the  participants  were  placed  on  the  table.  Five  ainutes  after  the 
seance  began,  auffled  knocking  was  heard,  first  faint,  then  becoaing 
louder  and  loader.  This  was  followed  by  the  aoveaent  of  the  table, 
the  rotation  and  inclination  of  various  parts  of  it.  The  knocking 
alternated  with  the  aoveaent  of  the  table,  the  knocking  being  loud 
and  clear  at  tiaes,  then  very  faint.  Twenty-five  ainutes  after  the 
seance  began,  as  the  table  was  rocking  sharply  froa  side  to  side,  it 
suddenly  raised  up  ten  centiaeters  and  then  fell  down,  as  if  dropped; 
one  of  its  legs  broke  as  it  fell... 


At  0845  hours  we  were  sitting  at  the  aanoaetrlc  table  with  one  of  the 
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■ediua's  hands  on  one  of  the  aovind  parts  of  the  table  top  and  the 
hands  of  the  closest  of  the  participants  on  the  other.  The  nenbers  of 
the  connission  sitting  at  the  table  had  announced  that  during  the 
tost  they  would  press  down  on  the  table  top  with  their  hands  (A.  (!. 
Butlerow  did  not  participate  in  the  seance  at  the  nanonetric  table). 
There  was  no  knocking  and  the  table  did  not  nove.  At  the  suggestion 
of  one  of  the  nenbers,  Rs.  Rlayyer  placed  her  hands  on  the  innobile 
part  of  the  table  top.  But  nothing  happened  in  this  case.  The  nediun, 
Rs.  fclayyer,  suggested  replacing  the  indiriduals  participating  in  the 
seance  with  others.  The  seance  was  over  at  0915  hours.  The  nanoneters 
behind  the  nanonetric  table  were  observed  during  the  seance.  The 
novenents  of  the  fluids  in  the  nanoneters  corresponding  to  the 
different  sides  of  the  table  indicated  approx inately  identical 

pressures  produced  on  both  nobile  parts  of  the  table  top  in  this 

case. 

The  seance  was  repeated  at  a table  with  a square  top.  A.  R. 
Butlerov  noted  a page  in  the  record  book,  placed  a pencil  in  it,  and 
placed  it  on  the  floor  under  the  table,  expecting  sonething  to  be 
written  on  it.  But  the  exaninatJon  o^  the  page  showed  that  nothing 
was  written  on  it.  A snail  bell  was  s^t  on  the  table,  and  a glass  was 
set  under  the  table  with  a ring  beside  it.  The  nedinn  expected  the 
bell  to  ring  and  the  ring  to  be  placed  in  the  glass.  But  neither 
happened.  The  seance  ended  at  1030>  hours. 


DOC  * 123fi 


PAGE  14 


Chapter  Eight.  "Then  I Pelt  Sorry  for  Thee..." 


Prop  D.  I.  Nendeleyev's  special  stateeent  concerning  the  ainutes  of 
11  January  1876 


"...■hen  the  table  raised  up  and  broke  as  it  fell,  I positively  and 
with  coaplete  certainty  saw  the  thueb  of  the  eediaa's  right  hand 

under  the  edge  of  the  table  top.  Turning  ey  attention  to  the  eedinn's 
hands,  I noticed  considerable  developeent  of  the  nusculature  in  her 

thnnbs.  In  view  of  these  circuestances,  I assuee  that  the  events 

1 

observed  in  which  the  table  raised  up  can  be  no  aore  than  the  result 

of  the  adroitness  of  Hs.  Klayyer,  and  can  in  no  way  confira  the 
presence  of  any  special  force  other  than  auscular... 

^During  the  seance  at  the  aanoaetric  table,  X sat  closest  to  ns. 
Klayyer  and  saw  her  dress  wove  toward  one  of  the  legs  of  the  table. 

Then,  excusing  nyaelf,  I quickly  noted  ay  leg  to  the  spot  to  which 
the  dress  had  aoved.  There  ay  foot  encountered  that  of  Hs.  Klayyer, 
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who  then  quickly  loved  her  foot  and  dress  away  fron  the  leg  of  the 
chair.  Horeover,  I noted  that  part  of  ey  hand  touched  (but  did  not 
press  down  on)  that  part  of  the  noving  table  top  on  which  the  hands 
of  the  eediue  rested,  and  I clearly  felt  the  strong  pressure  the 
■ediun  exerted  on  the  table  top.  Obviously,  in  ey  opinion,  the  eediue 
was  trying  to  proceed  with  the  aanoeetric  table  in  the  sane  way  as 
she  did  with  ordinary  tables,  wishing  to  nove  it  by  the  pressure  of 
her  hands. 

..First  we  are  standing  up,  listening  to  the  witnesses,  then 
sitting  at  sieple  tables,  listening  to  knocking,  etc.,  which  can  be 
produced  by  a particular  adroitness.  «e  were  to  see  this  and  write  it 
down  - but  we  were  not  in  the  least  convinced  of  the  existence  of  a 
special  force,  and  it  has  becone  probable  that  the  sad  assunption 
that  the  followers  of  spiritualise  caee  to  their  conclusions  by 
sieilar  nonsense  - the  abstract,  not  experience  > was  true.  Then  I 
felt  sorry  for  thee,  for  they  are  dealing  in  an  area  which  is  foreign 
to  science.'** 


• • • 


Chapter  Nine.  "Perhaps  Ne  Are  Not  Sitting  in  the  Proper  Order? 
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**•••  Accord in9  to  the  infonation  of  the  Hy droaeteorologica  1 Center* 
the  state  of  the  Earth's  aagnetic  field  is  noraal*  reported  inductor 
Tu»  I.  Kaaenskiy.  (Tu«  Kaaenskiy  requested  the  inforaation  on  the 
state  of  the  Earth's  aagnetic  field.)" 

"Hoscoa-Kerch'  Control  Test."  "Literaturnaya 

Gazeta,"  5 June  1968 


Session  of  25  January  1876 


"...Before  the  seance*  the  coaaission  announced  its  aish  to  haae  one 
of  its  aeabers  sit  apart  froa  the  other  participants  during  the 
seance  in  order  to  obserae  and  record  the  eaents  ahich  took  place 
during  it.  The  aediua's  spokesaen  refused  this*  and  suggested  that 
oae  of  their  oan  group  sit  apart  froa  the  rest  and  record  the  eaents. 
The  coaaittee  found  it  iapossible  to  agree  to  this. 


...  Around  0900  hours  ae  could  hear  ahat  sounded  like  knocking  on  the 
floor  and  the  table  began  to  cock  slightly.  At  the  aediua's 
suggestion*  the  table  aas  aoaed  closer  to  the  light  so  that  it  fell 
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on  the  top  and,  at  Hr.  Alcsakov*s  suggestion,  we  dlwwed  the  light.  The 
■ovewents  of  the  table  intensified.  At  9:10  the  table  raised  up  a bit 
and  descended  iaaediately,  as  if  it  had  been  dropped.  Then  no 
■oveaents  of  the  table  were  observed  for  several  ainutes.  Hr.  Aksakov 
asked  the  following  question  in  English:  "Is  it  possible  that  we  are 
not  sitting  in  the  proper  order?"  Three  knocks  were  heard,  which,  in 
Hr.  Aksakov's  woris,  indicated  a confiraative  response.  Then,  in  the 
very  saae  aanner,  i.e. , with  Hr.  Aksakov  asking  questions  in  English 
and  answers  given  by  knocks,  the  participants  were  inforned  that 
Hessrs.  Hendeleyev  and  Vagner  should  change  places,  which  was  done. 
Soon  after  this  the  table  began  to  oscillate  again,  and  it  raised  up 
again  for  one  instant  at  0920  hours..." 


Proa  Hendeleyev 's  special  stateaent: 


"While  sitting  next  to  Hs.  Rlayyer  at  the  table  during  the  seance, 
throughout  this  tiae  I observed  atteapts  on  her  part  which  were 
identical  to  thosa  which  I described  in  the  stateaent  of  1 1 January. 

...When  Hs.  Rlayyer  had  ae  aove  away  froa  her  (R.  P.  Vagner  sat 
next  to  her  in  ay  place)  and  ae  were  sitting  at  A.  H.  Aksakov's 
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table,  N.  P.  Bulygin  sat  to  ay  right.  Continuing  to  observe  ns. 

Klayyer's  legs  froa  here,  I once  saw  her  dress  aove  toward  both  of 

the  legs  on  her  side  of  the  table.  Then  I asked  nr.  Bulygin  to  aove 

his  foot  to  the  left  leg  of  the  table  next  to  the  aediua,  which  was 

the  closest  to  his,  and  at  the  sane  tine  I aoved  ay  foot  to  the  other 
leg  of  the  table  next  to  the  aediua,  i.e. , to  the  one  closest  to  ae. 
By  foot  felt  another  foot  at  the  table  leg,  naaely,  ns.  Klayyer's 
right  foot.  If  we  had  then  not  been  told  to  approach  the  table  and 
been  advised  not  to  look  under  the  table,  I rhink  we  night  have 

discovered  how,  after  rocking  the  table,  the  aediun  placed  its  leg  on 
the  previously  prepared  tips  of  her  feet  and  then  dropped  the 

table... " 


Proa  the  ainutes  of  the  session: 

"...It  was  proposed  that  we  proceed  to  tests  with  the  instruaents 
aade  by  the  coaaission:  nr.  Aksakov  refused  this  suggestion,  saying 
that  instruaents  could  only  be  used  after  aany  seances.  The  seance 
was  over  at  1030  hours. 
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Session  of  the  Coiaission  of  21  January 


..Br.  Hendeleye?  brought  out  the  urgent  need  to  iiaediately  start 
using  precise  lethods  for  studying  at  least  one  selected  phenoienon- 
We  could  obtain  unquestionable  instruaent  readings  by  replacing  the 
usual  aethods  of  observing  aediuaistic  phenoaena  with  aore  precise 
ones,  replacing  the  subjective,  always  aore  or  less  dubious 
testiaonies  of  the  attendees... 

At  present  it  is  necessary  for  the  coaaission  aeabers 
participating  in  the  seance  to  follow  the  hands,  feet  and  other  parts 
of  the  body  of  the  aediua,  her  dress  and  aoveaents.  This  coaplicates 
the  observation  aathod  and  does  not  perait  the  investigation  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  phenoaena  occur.  The  instruaents  can  free 
the  coaaission  aeabers  froa  these  inconvenient  and  unscientific 
approaches.  It  does  the  witnesses  theaselves  no  good  to  arouse  the 
suspicions  of  the  coaaission  aeabers,  which  is  unavoidable  during  a 
seance  at  a table,  when  observing  voices,  etc.,  for  an  investigation 
of  phenoaena  cannot  be  based  on  believing  individuals.  Doubt  is 
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■anditory  here;  otherwise,  the  test  conditioDS  permit  the  possibility 
of  fraud.  The  witnesses  who  sympathized  with  the  medium  should  hawe 
been  glad  for  the  chance  to  remove  the  suspicion  of  tricks  from  these 
phenomena;  thus,  they  should  have  jumped  at  the  chance  to  use  precise 
measuring  devices  and  leave  the  methods  which  are  used  for 
mediumistic  amusement  in  salons  behind. 


...The  spokesmen  expressed  their  fear  that  if  the  mediumistic 
phenomena  were  not  completed  with  instruments,  the  commission  would 
sake  an  overall  denial  of  the  very  existence  of  these  phenomena. 
Therefore,  they  wished  to  sake  a preliminary  partial  test  of  the 
commission's  instruments." 


\ 


Chapter  Ten.  "...See  Rhat  the  Crowd  Sees..." 


Session  of  0 Harch  1876 


"...The  following  statements  were  read:  N.  P.  Vagner  (of  20  February, 
appendix  No.  20),  A.  n.  Butlerov  (of  4 March,  appendix  No.  22),  and 
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A.  N.  Aksakov  (the  saae  appendix.  No.  21),  in  which  these  individuals 
refuse  to  participate  in  the  conaission's  studies. 


Proa  A.  H.  Butlerov's  stateaent 


"...Based  on  the  fact  that  "no  aediuaistic  phenoaena  occurred"  in 
these  cases,  it  was  considered  possible  to  deny  their  existence;  the 
witnesses  found  nothing  which  allowed  thea  deny  the  positive  - and 
not  isolated,  but  nuaerous  - testiaonies  of  people  who  had  seen  these 

phenoaena  aany  tiies  and  were  convinced  that  they  were  seeing 
correctly. 

^‘’...Alaost  froa  the  beginning,  the  coaaission  had  categorically 

deaanded  the  use  of  instrunents.  New  conditions  were  iaposed  along 
with  the  instrunents,  and  aediuaistic  phenoaena,  always  capricious 

and  sensitive  to  these  conditions,  night  not  occur  in  their 
presence...  If  they  occurred,  they  night  nevertheless  fail  to  be 
verified  if  the  instrunents  turned  out  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Purtheraore,  the  conaission's  opinion  on  the  natter  was  already 
apparent,  to  the  point  that  the  result  could  not  be  doubted:  if  the 
phenonenon  did  occur,  but  was  not  verified  by  the  instruaent,  the 
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coiaission  would  deny  that  it  was  real,  while  if  no  phenoaenon 
occurred  at  all,  the  roaaission  would  repeat  the  verdict  which  we 
already  know  froa  published  aaterials. . t 


Footnote:  *Butlerov  had  the  published  lectures  of  D.  I.  Nendeleyev  in 
aind,  in  which  he  exposed  spiritualise  and  told  a large  audience 
about  the  course  of  the  Physics  Society  Coaaission's  work  even  before 
it  had  been  coapleted.  - Soviet  Ed.  End  footnote 


Froa  A.  N.  Aksakov *s  statement 


"...I  would  like  to  explain  how  the  coaaission  went  about  the  study 
they  have  undertaken,  where  we  are  dealing  with  a aediua  in  the 
current  sense  of  the  word,  i.e.,  a aediua  who  is  unprofessional,  with 
a coapletely  independent  aaterial  and  social  status,  an  individual 
who  has  decided  to  venture  Into  this  extreaely  unpopular  arena  with 
his  only  reward  being  the  scientific  goal  of  the  investigation. 

had  the  honor  of  presenting  this  aediua  to  the  coaaission  in 
the  person  of  ns.  Klayyer.  Proa  the  very  first  session  with  her,  the 


/ 
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■^diuBistic  phenoaena  which  are  the  characteristic  trappings  of  her 

aediaaisB,  i.e. , various  knocking  sounds,  noveBents  and  raising  of  a 
table,  were  observed  very  narkedly. 

^...Of  the  statenents  which  have  already  been  Bade,  two  profuse 
stateaenls  by  Hr.  Mendeleyev  are  the  aost  visible.  They  were  full  of 
unproven  assertions  to  Bake  everyone  think  that  the  phenoaena 
Bentioned  in  the  Binutes  were  none  other  than  the  dubious  results  of 
the  Bovenent  of  the  Bediua's  hands  and  feet,  i.e. , deception...  Under 
these  conditions,  I do  not  feel  I have  the  right  to  further  subject 
soBeone,  especially  a woaan,  to  such  unfounded  reprinands,  which  Bust 
be  insulting  to  anyone  who  knows  his  rights.' 

*^. ..  Thousands  of  people  claiB  that  sediuBistic  phenoaena  exist; 
the  duty  of  the  coBBision,  if  it  were  to  take  the  social  approach, 
would  be  to  go  along  with  the  crowd  and,  Bost  of  all,  to  see  as  the 
crowd  sees,  and  what  the  crowd  sees,  then  to  use  the  appropriate 
instcuaents  after  this  with  knowledge  about  the  other  side  of  the 

Batter...  Considering  this  deplorable  state  of  affairs,  a negative 
result  of  the  coBBission's  tests  with  the  instruaents  should  be  taken 
as  proof  of  the  inadvisability  of  the  iastruaent,  rather  than  proof 
of  the  lack  of  existence  of  BediuBistiac  forces.  Therefore,  any 
concession  the  individuals  who  insist  on  the  reality  of  asdiuaistic 
phenoaena  aake  in  this  regard  can  only  conpronise  the  situation. 
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...The  coealssion  falls  to  see  that  ■ediuaiss  obtains  its 
beginning,  strength  and  support  fron  faaily  tests,  against  which 
sernons  of  denial  and  deception  are  powerless.  Questions  which  have 
reached  the  level  of  social  significance  are  not  resolved  by  ignoring 
and  denying  then.  Let  those  who  do  not  believe  find  wisdoa  and 
knowledge,  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  becone  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  the  facts  gathered  by  their  own  senses  and  intellect." 


Prow  A.  f1.  Butlerov's  stateaent 


"...To  accept  this  view  of  the  aatter  would  require  the  proponents  of 
aediuaisa  to  willingly  give  theaselves  up  into  the  hands  of  their 
eneaies  for  annihilation,  dooaing  theaselves  to  becoaing 
laughing-stocks  to  be  ashaaed  of,  as  the  etaaple  has  already  shown.** 
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fro»  the  Blnutes  of  the  session  of  8 Rarch  1876 


"After  discussing  what  had  been  seen  and  learned,  we  decided  to 

discontinue  further  studies  and  aeet  on  Thursday,  11  Rarch  to  draw  up 
our  conclusions..." 

"A  coaaission  Bade  up  of  the  following  individuals  was  created  to 
develop  the  test  progran  and  procedures,  aonitor  how  it  was 
conducted,  and  deternine  its  results: 

Turchin,  T.  p..  Dr.  Phys.-Rat.  Sci.  (chairaan  of  the 

coaaission).  Institute  of  Applied  Rathaatics  of  the  AS  tAcadeay  of 
Sciences]  OSSE. 

Bongard,  R.  R.,  cand.  Phys.-Rat.  Sci-,  institute  of  Probleas  of 
Inforaation  Transaission  of  the  AS  OSSP. 


Danin,  D.  S. , writer 
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Koqan,  I,  B.,  Dr.  Tech.  Sci.,  BTTO  [ Hoscow  Higher  Technical 
School]  ineni  Bauaan.  Bioin fornation  Section  of  the  Scientific 
Research  Society  of  Radio  Engineering  and  Electrical  Conna nicat ions 
ineni  Popov. 

Kuzhinashvili,  V.  v.,  engineer.  Psychophysiology  Laboratory. 

Halkin,  L.  H. , aathenatician,  Coapater  Center  of  the  Boscow 
State  Pedagogical  Institute. 

Birza,  D.  G.,  Psychiatrist,  Psychophysiology  Laboratory. 

Bitkin,  S.  L.  , radio  engineer,  associate  of  "Literatu rnaya 
gazeta.” 

Slavinskaya,  N.  A.,  Cand.  Chea.  Sci. , Physico-Cfaeaica 1 Institute 
ineni  L.  Ta.  Karpov,  Technical  Parapsychology  and  Introscopy  Section 
of  the  All-Onion  Scientific-Technical  Society  ineni  Tavilov. 

Shirokov,  P.  T.,  Cand.  Phys.-Bat.  Sci.,  Boacow  Power  Engineering 
Institute. .. 


In  accordanca  with  the  wishes  of  To.  I.  Kaaenskiy,  pictures  of 
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ob')»cts  were  tcanswitted.  The  nuwber  of  different  nessaqes,  the 
•ethod  of  transnlsslon  and  reception  of  the  telepathic  signal,  the 
aethod  of  deternin ing  which  of  the  pictures  were  transnitted  and, 
finally,  the  transnission  and  reception  points  were  also  selected 
with  the  concurrence  of  Yu.  I.  Kanenshiy  and  K.  N.  Nikolayev. 

The  procedure  agreed  upon  by  Yu.  Kanenskiy  and  R.  H.  Rikolayew 
had  the  following  features: 

1)  the  objects  to  be  transnitted  are  selected  innediately  before 
transnission  by  drawing  lots. 

2)  fron  the  tine  when  the  reception  point  was  taken  and  it  was 
decided  exactly  which  pictures  would  be  used  in  a particular  seance, 
all  connun ication  nust  be  cot  off  between  the  transnission  and 
reception  groups; 

3)  the  test  is  only  considered  to  be  successfful  if  the  nunber 
of  the  object  indicated  by  the  operators  and  percepient  natches  the 
nunber  of  the  transnitted  object... 


1.  Inductor  Tu.  I.  Rasenskiy  had  no  conplaints  or  requests  for 
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the  coaaission  30  ainutes  after  traosaission  began... 

2.  The  lots  were  drawn  at  1900  hours...  Object  No.  30  was 
transaitted  to  the  inductor. 

3.  The  transaission  of  the  first  object  began  at  1915  hours 
sharp. .. 


...The  table  shows  the  results  of  the  coaparison  of  the  ainutes 
of  the  Boscow  and  Kerch*  groups." 


"No  telepathic  effect  was  detected.  Hoscow-Kerch * 


Control  Test."  "Literaturnay a gazeta*"  5 June  1968. 


Proa  the  Coaaission's  decision  to  ezaaine  aediuaistic  phenoaena 
published  in  the  newspaper  "Golos"  on  25  Barch  1876 


f» 


In  wiew  of 
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a)  the  rate  at  which  interest  in  nediuaistic  phanoaena  began  to 
spread  at  the  beginniig  of  187S, 

b)  the  superficial  attitude  of  aany  people  to  the  aystic  study 
of  the  spirits,  and 


c)  reproaches  of  science,  which  does  not  recognize  spirit uallsa, 
on  the  part  of  the  individuals  who  have  begun  to  spread  this 

knowledge  to  us  - in  Hay  1^7S  the  Physics  Society  foraed  a coaaission 
to  study  spiritual  phenoaena.  The  purpose  of  this  coaaission  was  to 
reaove  the  veil  of  secrecy  froa  these  phenoaena,  to  verify  their 
authenticity  and  to  study  the  genuine  ones,  if  they  ezist,  using 
scientific  aethods. 

As  soon  as  it  was  set  up,  the  coaaission  approached  the 
individuals  who  were  preaching  spiritoalisa  here,  inviting  then  to 
provide  infornation  on  genuine  spiritual  phenoaena. 


1/ 


...The  coaaission  felt  that  it  had  reached  its  goal,  for  it 
turned  out  that  not  one  of  the  phenoaena  produced  by  the  aost 
powerful  aediua  under  the  aost  favorable  conditions  possible  could 
prove  the  existence  of  a special  class  of  phenoaena  called  spiritual. 

...The  aajority  of  the  individuals  investigating  spiritualisa 
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neither  supported  the  opinions  of  individuals  who  saw  nothing 
scientifically  new  in  spiritualisa,  nor  were  critical  of  the  object 
of  their  beliefs,  nor  did  they  desire  to  study  ■ediunistic  phenoeena 
by  the  ordinary  scientific  study  aethods.  Purtheraore,  the 
spiritualists  are  especially  persistent  about  disseaiaat in g their 
aystical  views,  which  they  proclaia  as  new  scientific  truths,  nany 
people  take  these  views  on  faith,  basically  because  they  follow 

ancient  superstitions,  which  science  and  truth  have  been  fighting  for 
a long  tine.  The  nen  of  science  who  have  been  attracted  by 
spiritualise  consider  then  alnost  exclusively  in  the  capacity  of 
curious  entertainnent  lovers,  not  inguisitive  individuals  studying 
natural  phenoaena. 


...Studies  of  phenoaena  passed  off  as  nediuaistic  have  been 
conducted  with  precautions  which  nade  it  possible  to  detect  the 
individuals*  participation  in  producing  these  phenoaena.  (then  the 
logical  beginnings  of  scientific  research  are  observed,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  observations  of  Gay-Lussac,  Arago,  Chevrolet,  rarraday, 
Tindal,  Carpenter,  etc.,  it  turned  out  that  the  phenoaena  considered 
to  be  aediuaistic  either  resulted  froa  involuntary  aovenents  ensuing 
fron  the  natural  peculiarities  of  the  organisa,  or  the  cunning  and 
deception  of  the  individuals  who  called  theaselves  aediuas.  This  was 
also  true  of  observations  the  coaaission  aade  of  the  three  English 
sediuBS  preseated  to  us  by  our  spiritualists. 
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Based  on  all  that  had  been  learned  and  seen,  the  aeabers  of  the 
coaaission  unanlaously  caae  to  the  following  conclusion: 
spiritualistic  phenoaena  originate  froa  unconscious  aoweaents  or 
conscious  deception,  and  spiritualistic  teaching  is  superstition... 

Signed  by  coaaission  aeabers: 

D.  Bobylev,  Priwat-Docent  of  physics  at  Petersburg  Oniversity. 

I.  Borgaan,  Laboratory  Assistant  of  the  Physics  Cabinet  of 
Petersburg  University. 

R.  Bulygin. 

H.  Gezekhus,  undergraduate  in  physics. 

A.  Telenev,  Laboratory  Assistant  of  the  Cheaistry  Laboratory  of 
Petersburg  University. 

K.  Rrayevich,  physics  instructor  at  the  aining  institute  and 


engineering  school 


DOC  » 1236 


PAGE  32 


D.  Lachunov,  physics  instructor  at  the  Petersburg  Agricultural 

.f> 

Institute. 

D.  Eendeleyev,  Professor  of  chenistry  at  Petersburg  Oniversity. 

R.  Petrov,  Professor  of  aechanics. 

P.  Petrushevskiy,  Professor  of  physics  at  Petersburg  University. 

A.  Khaolovskiy,  physics  instructor. 

P.  Pan-der-Plit,  Privat-Docent  of  physics  at  Petersburg 
University. 

21  March  1876 


Proa  the  reaarks  about  the  publication  of  "The  Effect  of  Telepathy 
laa  not  Detected.  Moscow- Kerch*  Control  Test.*  "Literaturnaya 
gazeta,*  lo.  23,  5 June  1968 


The  question  dates  back  to  antiquity,  thus  it  is  coapletely 
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natural  that  nuaecous  attempts  at  discorery  are  Bade  in  the  group  of 
doubters,  as  well  as  frequent  fantastic  reports  on  telepathy,  if  only 
of  dubious  reliability.  These  atteipts  should  net  be  forbidden. 

...ie  should  clearly  state  to  a wide  circle  of  readers  that 
there  are  no  cases  in  which  the  transnission  of  thoughts  or  pictures 
over  distances  has  been  established  with  coaplete  certainty.  Reports 
on  telekinesis  are  even  aore  fantastic... 

Acadeaician  A.  N.  Kolaogorov" 


"...Purtheraore,  it  is  extreaely  iaportant  to  publish  the 
negative  results  of  strict  scientific  tests  conducted  under 
controlled  conditions. 

...Ie  will  not  give  in  to  the  fantasies  which  we  would  have  had 
if  the  result  had  been  positive...  Taking  the  wise  advice  of  Anatole 
Prance,  we  are  "ready  to  accept  the  supernatural,  if  it  occurs."  But 
the  reliability  of  such  a case  aust  be  ispeccably  proven  and  aust 
leave  no  rooa  for  doubt. 

bcaieaieisB  ¥••  Ireps,  | 

bMoeiate  Beaker  of  tbe  IS  OSSI 
I.  Aetratfae.* 
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rig.  1.  The  aagazine  "Nalyar**  printed  detailed  coaaents  on  everytkiag 
akich  took  place  at  the  the  coaaission'a  sessions  for  investigating 
Mdianistic  phenoaena.  '*The  drops  of  liquid  which  appeared  had  the 
Mae  reaction  on  chenically  treated  blotter  paper  as  the  direct 
■oistening  of  the  paper  with  the  aediua's  sputua.  When  the  nedloa's 
■oath  was  bound  with  a handkerchief,  the  drop  did  not  appear..." 
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H9*  2.  Fifty  Minutes  after  the  seance  began,  everyone  was  surprised 
by  the  sudden  illusination  of  the  roos  by  a natch  lit  by  Hr, 
Mendeleyev  as  he  stood  up...  The  nediuns  began  to  loudly  voice  their 
displeasure.  ** 
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rig.  4.  At  0845  hours  ug  were  sitting  at  the  aanoaetric  table... 
there  vere  no  knocks  or  aoveaents  of  the  table..." 

D.  I.  Hendelayev  invented  the  lanonetric  table  for  the  special 
parpose  of  exposing  spiritualists.  Any  forces  applied  to  the  aobile 
tops  of  the  table  were  recorded  by  aanoaeters.  Both  the  force  and 
direction  of  the  pressure  on  the  table  top  were  recorded. 

The  proponents  of  spiritualisa  did  not  find  this  device  to  their 
liking. 


f 


I 


Fig.  5. 


RBT:  (1)  Transaitted.  (2)  Received.  (3)  Lead  cable,  tied  in  a knot  - 
■o.  30.  (k)  Cooling  radiator  - Ro.  9.  (5)  Rubber  (eraser)  - Ro,  9. 

(€)  China  dish  - Ho.  32.  (7)  Model  boat  - Ho.  46.  (8)  Chaapagne  cork 
- io.  3.  (9)  Rectangular  aluainua  plate  with  holes  - Ho.  37.  (10) 

Self  of  saw  blade  - Ho.  4 1.  (11)  Jubilee  ruble  - Ho.  12.  (12)  Model 
boat  - Ho.  46.  (13)  Hatchet  - Ho.  13.  (14)  Hooden  soldier  - Ho.  26. 
(15)  Insole  - Ho.  34.  (16)  Lead  cable,  tied  in  a knot  - Ho.  30.  (17) 

Ball  bearing  s-  Ho.  31.  (18)  Bottoa  of  plastic  haaaer  - Ho.  27. 
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